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Why People Don’t Plan

Here’s the  Reality

If any of those sound familiar, keep reading. 
In the next few pages, you’ll see why none of
these reasons should stand in your way anymore.

Only 32% of U.S. adults have a will, trust, or
any estate planning document.

Haven’t gotten around to it (39%)
Don’t have enough assets (30%)
Too expensive (11%)
Don’t know how (9%)
Takes too long / complicated (7%)
Don’t know / Other (4%)

https://www.caring.com/resources/wills-survey?utm_source=chatgpt.com


The True Cost
of Waiting...
In California, probate typically consumes about 4 %
to 7 % of an estate’s total value (SmartAsset, 2024).
To bring that to life, consider this: the median
California household holds about $494,000 in assets. 

That’s before... court
filing fees, bonds,
appraisals - and conflict.

If a family’s
estate is valued at

Then probate
fees alone
could range

This calculation applies
only to assets located in
California. If the person
owns titled assets in other
state, each of those will
usually trigger a separate
probate process in that
state’s court system.

From

To



Will: Revocable Living Trust:

Financial Power of Attorney: Medical Power of Attorney:

Guardianship: Business Succession Plan:

Digital Asset List: Beneficiary Updates:

Before Anything Happens

A trusted attorney helps you build the right foundation;
doing it alone or through generic templates often leads
to plans that don’t work when they’re needed most.



Organization turns chaos into compassion. 
These allow families to move forward with
dignity, honoring their loved one’s life without
being overwhelmed by the legal aftermath.

When Someone
You Love Passes
This guide also walks with you through the
tender days that follow loss, when every task
feels heavy and emotions run high.

1. Call a close family member or trusted friend.

4. Locate the estate plan and any digital access lists.

2. Obtain several certified copies of the death certificate.

5. Contact an attorney, to help you navigate the next steps.

3. Notify banks, insurers, and Social Security.



An attorney does three things no DIY plan can:
Translates complex law into your life.
Avoids costly probate errors.
Makes your plan legally enforceable, so a
judge can’t undo your wishes.

Do I Really Need This?
The short answer is Yes. 
But here’s the real question:

Family Drama

Family Healing?
Or

Estate planning can’t erase life’s
uncertainties, but it can give your
family the protection they’ll need

when the unexpected happens.
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